The Solution to Iraq

On March 19th 2003, the U.S. invaded Iraq.  Saddam Hussien's government was kicked out and things are completely different than before, but are they better? Not really. More than160,000 Iraqis were killed in the invasion and since then.  Many things in the cities were destroyed so there isn't enough water or electricity. The hospitals don't have enough medicine and can't treat the people. Starvation among children has increased compared to before too, and unemployment is very high (about 65% !!).  The biggest problem is that the fighting continues and is getting worse. As of May 2005, there were about 70 attacks a day around the country, mostly against the U.S. soldiers but also between fighters from different ethnic groups within the country. This is two times more than in March of the same year.

  The future of Iraq could take many shapes and the U.S. is trying to keep things safe, but they seem to be part of the problem. Most Iraqis want the U.S. to leave but if it does, most agree that the fighting inside the country would get worse. If they left, Iraq could end up with a government worse than Hussein's.

  There is a government in Iraq now, but they are too weak to solve the problems by themselves. Many Iraqis don't consider it the real government. 

  Iraq has a long way to come before it is stable and safe, but how can this be done?
Exercise: Circle each clause in the text. Think about the meaning,

Keywords from the text:

To invade-

  -is when one country goes into another country and takes over the government there.

More than 160.000 people-

  -were killed during and since the invasion.

Water, electricity, and medicine-

  -are in shortage or isn’t available.

Starvation-

  -has increased in children.

Unemployment-

  -is about 65%.

70-

  -attacks occur each day as of May 2005.

Two times-

  -more attacks happened in 2005 than in 2004.

  The U.S. and other forces are trying to make Iraq-

-safe.

  The government in Iraq is now-

-weak.

  If the U.S. leaves, the situation will probably get-

-worse.

The Millennium Development Goals

  'Millennium' means one thousand years, 'development' means the way the world grows, and of course 'goals' are the things that we aim to accomplish. The United Nation's Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) are the most important things we, as a world, need to aim for right now. All of the UN countries have agreed to them. The goals center on poverty, and therefore health, and education, but also include goals for women's rights (gender equality), the environment, and how different countries deal with each other's special needs. The goals are to be met by 2015.

  The idea of the goals started with the 'United Nations Millennium Declaration'  published on the 18th of September, 2000. The declaration says that for the sake of humanity, we must also consider the needs of countries other than our own because we are more and more connected and depend on each other. It also says the central challenge we face today is to make globalization a positive force. At present, globalization is only making the rich richer while not helping the poor very much. In other words, it is a negative force.

  Only 50 years ago, most of the people in the world were living in poverty and didn't have enough food but the situation has gotten much better. The world continues to become a better place but only with more cooperation and change can we make a world that is truly humane and safe. We must change the way we do things. In the words of Kofi Annan, the former Secretary-General of the United-Nations, "We will have time to reach the Millennium Development Goals.... but only if we break with business as usual."

The goals are listed below:

Goal 1 Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger.

     (Less people who live on less then 1 dollar a day. Less people starving.)

Goal 2 Achieve universal primary education.

     (Elementary school for all children everywhere.)

Goal 3 Promote gender equality and empower women.

     (More women that go to high school and beyond.)

Goal 4 Reduce child mortality.

     (Less children that die before the age of 5.)

Goal 5 Improve maternal health.

     (Less pregnant mothers that die during birth or before.)

Goal 6 Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria, and other diseases.

     (Stop AIDS and other diseases that spread.)

Goal 7 Ensure environmental sustainability.

     (Protect nature, provide safe drinking water, and improve slums.)

Goal 8 Develop a global partnership for development.

     (A fairer world economy.)

  Exercise: 

Circle the clauses and think about the meaning of the text.

  Note: 

Phrases that are squared  are the keywords that will be explained on the test..

